












SADAO MUNEMORI

WWII
Private First Class

Company A, 100th Battalion
442nd Regimental Combat Team

Aug. 17, 1922 – Apr. 5, 1945
Los Angeles, California

Growing up with discrimination in the 1930’s Los Angeles was painful.  “NO JAPS ALLOWED” 
said a sign that turned young Sadao away from a public swimming pool.  He was the son of 
Kametaro and Nawa Munemori from Hiroshima.  Sadao attended Fletcher Drive Elementary 
School and graduated Abraham Lincoln High School in 1940.

Munemori worked as a mechanic before being inducted into the Army on February 11, 1942.  
Shortly after he left for the Army, his family was removed from their home and incarcerated at 
the Manzanar Relocation Camp in California.

After completing his infantry training, Private Munemori became a replacement soldier for the 
100th Battalion and was shipped overseas to join the unit.  In March of 1945, the 442nd RCT, 
including the 100th, was sent to break the Italian Gothic Line, a German Army defensive 
stronghold. 

During the American assault, a fierce German attack 
forced Munemori and two squad members into a 
crater.  He climbed out to attack and silence two 
enemy machine guns before returning to the crater.  
An enemy grenade bounced off his helmet and landed 
in the hole.  With no time to grab and throw the 
grenade out, Munemori smothered the blast with his 
body.  He sacrificed his life to save the lives of his 
fellow soldiers.

For his actions, Sadao Munemori was awarded the 
Medal of Honor.  Two statues have been erected in his 
honor, one in Evergreen Cemetary, Los Angeles and 
the other in Piestrasanto, Italy.



















MARK YAMANE

Operation Urgent Fury, Grenada
Specialist

1st Ranger Battalion
75th Infantry Regiment

U.S. Army
Nov. 24, 1962 – Oct. 25, 1983

Shoreline, Washington

Born November 24, 1962 in Seattle, Washington to George and Charlotte 
Yamane.  Attended Meridian Elementary School, Cordell Hull Junior High 
School and Shoreline High School.

Entered military service in 1981 and trained as a Ranger at Fort Benning, 
Georgia.  Mark was assigned to the 1st Ranger Battalion, 75th Infantry and was 
killed in action October 25, 1983 on the Island of Grenada. While taking 
intense fire from Cuban soldiers, Yamane and fellow 1st Battalion Rangers 
parachuted onto an airfield with the mission of capturing the airport.  He was 
shot on the tarmac while laying down machine gun fire.

Yamane received the Combat Infantryman’s Badge, Bronze Star with V Device, 
Purple Heart, Parachutist Badge, Army Service Ribbon and Overseas Service 
Ribbon.

Courtesy of Francis Mas Fukuhara – Seattle, Washington



Kirk Fuchigami Jr.

War In Afghanistan
Chief Warrant Officer 2

1st Battalion, 227th Aviation Regiment
1st Air Cavalry Brigade, 1st Cavalry Division

U.S. Army
July 14, 1994 – November 20, 2019

Henderson, Nevada

For an American infantryman waging battle against insurmountable odds, there is no sweeter sound 
than U.S. aircraft flying in to join the fight.  One such aircraft is the AH-64 Apache attack helicopter.

The main role of the Apache is to support ground troops with aerial firepower.  Apache pilots 
protect soldiers on the ground and help them accomplish their combat mission.  And they do this 
while they themselves are under threat of enemy fire.

Chief Warrant Officer 2 Kirk Takeshi Fuchigami Jr. was an Apache pilot who lost his life while 
supporting U.S. ground troops in the Logar Province in Afghanistan on November 20, 2019.

Kirk was born on the island of Hawaii and moved at an early age to Henderson, Nevada.  He 
attended Rancho High in Las Vegas and through a special high school aviation program Kirk was able 
to obtain a pilot’s license.  He told friends he wanted to become an Apache helicopter pilot.  At 
Rancho High he was also a member of the Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps, taking steps to 
enter a career in the military.

In 2016, Kirk enlisted in the U.S. Army and after basic combat training went on to flight school.  He 
graduated high in his class, giving him a choice of aircraft to pilot.  He chose the Apache.  After
completing attack helicopter training, Kirk was assigned 
to 1st Battalion, 227th Aviation Regiment, 1st Air Cavalry 
Brigade, 1st Cavalry Division.

As well as enjoying flying, Kirk’s hobbies were shooting, 
fishing, martial arts and building things with his hands.  
Kirk fell in love with a young lady, McKenzie Norman, 
and in 2019, months before his deployment to 
Afghanistan, they were married. Family and friends 
described him as kind, brilliant, and a jack of all trades 
who knew how to do everything from fixing a car to 
playing the ukulele.

Chief Warrant Officer 2 Fuchigami’s awards include the 
Army Aviator Badge, Bronze Star Medal, Air Medal and 
the National Defense Service Medal.



ELMER J. YOSHIHARA

Korean War
U.S. Army

September 12, 1915 – 1950
Olympia, Washington

Born September 12, 1915 in Olympia, Washington to George and 
Hisano Yoshihara.  Husband of Toyoko and brother of James.  
Attended elementary school in Olympia and graduated from Shelton 
High School.  Employed in the family-owned business of producing, 
packing and shipping Olympic and Pacific oysters.

Received training at Fort Knox, Kentucky and Fort Snelling, 
Minnesota.  Killed in Korea in 1950.  Recipient of Purple Heart and 
Silver Star for gallantry.  Yoshihara also served in WWII in the 
Military Intelligence Service.

Courtesy of Francis Mas Fukuhara – Seattle, Washington





KAY KAZU KIMURA

Vietnam
First Lieutenant

Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron 263
U.S. Marine Corps

Nov. 1, 1943 – Mar. 7, 1970
Nampa, Idaho

Born November 1, 1943 in the War Relocation Authority Center at Poston, 
Arizona to Tom and Harue Kimura.  Brother of Hitoshi, Tadashi, Fred, Frank, 
Dick, Ted, Teruko Honda, Lilly Kiyokawa, Frances Kaneshige, Jane Wing and 
Blanch Fujii.  Husband of Naomi Nagai Kimura.

Attended Nampa and Caldwell Elementary Schools and Nampa High School in 
Idaho and Idaho State University.  Entered the United States Marine Corps in 
November 19, 1968.  Attended Officers Candidate School at Quantico, Virginia.

First Lieutenant Kimura served as copilot of CH-46 transport helicopters in 
Vietnam and received the Republic of Vietnam Service, Vietnam Campaign 
Service and National Defense Medals.

Lt. Kimura was killed in action on March 7, 1970 in Thua Thien Province, 
Republic of Vietnam.  For meritorious service, he was posthumously awarded 
the Distinguished Flying Cross, Navy Commendation Medal with Combat V and 
Air Medal – 4 Strike/Flight Awards.

Courtesy of Francis Mas Fukuhara – Seattle, Washington



Mike Sonoda Jr.

Operation Iraqi Freedom
Sergeant

A Company, 1st Battalion
184th Infantry Regiment, 40th Infantry Division

U.S. Army/Army National Guard
July 1, 1971 – Sept. 22, 2006

Fallbrook, California

Most who have served in the active duty military, leave after they have completed their first 

enlistment to pursue goals they envisioned for themselves in the civilian world.  Out of those, a small 

percent serve again on a part-time basis by joining the Reserves or the National Guard.  They do so for 

the adventure, patriotism and because they miss the camaraderie that only exists between those who 

have put on a military uniform.  This is what Mike Takeshi Sonoda Jr. chose to do.

Mike was born and raised in the San Diego County town of Fallbrook. He was the grandson of San 

Joaquin Valley tomato and strawberry farmers whose families were forced into Japanese American 

concentration camps during WWII.  As a teenager Mike enjoyed video games, science fiction, anime 

and manga.  He attended Fallbrook High School and graduated in 1989.  His younger sister Irene 

described him as “very caring and generous, inquisitive and dedicated.”

Mike joined the U.S. Army in 1995 and served as a parachute rigger and a paratrooper in the 325th

Parachute Infantry Regiment stationed in Vicenza, Italy.  A rigger’s job is to precisely pack and prepare 

parachutes for airborne personnel and equipment.  The responsibility is tremendous.  

After completion of his enlistment and returning to civilian life, Mike became a hazardous material 

specialist for the U.S. Postal Service.  His desire to return to military service on a part-time basis led 

him to join a National Guard unit, A Company, 1st Battalion, 184th Infantry Regiment, 40th Infantry 

Division, headquartered in Fullerton, CA.  The unit was activated for full-time service and deployed to 

Iraq in January, 2005.  A major in the 184th Infantry said of Mike, “Sonoda often was the first to 

volunteer for patrols.  He was the kind of guy the younger soldiers would look up to and the older 

sergeants could rely on. He was a real spirit of the platoon.”

Specialist Mike Sonoda Jr. died in Baghdad, Iraq of injuries sustained when an improvised explosive 

device detonated near his armored personnel carrier on September 21, 2005.  He was posthumously 

promoted to the rank of Sergeant.

Sergeant Sonoda’s awards include the Parachute Badge, Parachute Rigger Badge, Italian Parachute 

Badge, Bronze Star Medal and Purple Heart Medal.



ROBERT ENDO

WWII
Private First Class

Company K
442nd Regimental Combat Team

U.S. Army
June 3, 1921 – Nov. 2, 1944

Seattle, Washington

Born June 3, 1921 in Seattle, Washington to Noichi and Kameko Endo.  Brother 
of Jean, William and Watson Endo.  Attended Washington Elementary School 
and graduated in 1939 from Garfield High School.  Volunteered for military 
service in March 1943 from the Minidoka Relocation Center.  

Pfc. Endo served in Co. K, 442nd RCT.  Killed in action on November 2, 1944 in 
the rescue of the Lost Battalion.  Awarded the Combat Infantryman's Badge, 
Victory Medal, American Theater Service Medal, European-African-Middle 
Eastern Service Medal, Purple Heart and Bronze Star.

Courtesy of Francis Mas Fukuhara – Seattle, Washington













Bryan Thomas Mukai

Vietnam War
Private First Class

Company D, 1st Battalion
502nd Infantry Regiment, 101st Airborne Division

U.S. Army
November 29, 1949 – April 10, 1968

Spokane, Washington

Bryan was born on November 29, 1949 in Spokane, Washington to Tom 
and Shigeko Mukai.  He had one brother, Larry.  Bryan was a member of 
the Lewis and Clark High School Band and also participated in the school’s 
mathematics and chess clubs.

Bryan was drafted into the Army and joined Delta Company, 1st Battalion, 
502nd Infantry Regiment, 101st Airborne Division.  His unit was sent 
overseas to Vietnam and deployed between Khe Sahn and Hue.

Private First Class Mukai was killed on April 10, 1968 from grenade 
fragments inflicted by enemy action.  His military decorations include the 
Combat Infantryman’s Badge, Parachutist Badge and the Purple Heart 
Medal.

Courtesy of Francis Mas Fukuhara – Seattle, Washington



Isaac Furukawa

Korean War
Sergeant

Company C, 8th Cavalry, 1st Cavalry Division
U.S. Army

WWII
442nd Regimental Combat Team

U.S. Army

April 11, 1926 – July 25, 1950
Sunnyside, Washington

Isaac Furukawa served with valor in WWII with the Japanese American 
442nd Regimental Combat Team.  He then went to war again, five years 
later, in Korea with the 1st Cavalry Division.

Born April 11, 1926 in Sunnyside, Washington to Kashiro and Kazuko 
Furukawa. Brother of John, Fred and Marie.  Attended Sunnyside 
Elementary and high schools in Sunnyside and Heart Mountain 
Relocation Center, Wyoming.

Isaac was attending his first year of college when he was drafted into the 
U.S. Army.  He served in the 442nd Regimental Combat Team in Italy.  He 
served again in the Korean War as a member of Company C, Eighth 
Cavalry Regiment, 1st Cavalry Division.

Sergeant Furukawa was killed in action in Korea on July 25, 1950.  He was 
the recipient of the Silver Star, Bronze Star, Purple Heart and Combat 
Infantryman’s Badge.

Courtesy of Francis Mas Fukuhara – Seattle, Washington



Edwin Yukio Fukui

WWII
Technician 3rd Grade

Military Intelligence Service
77th Infantry Division

U.S. Army
November 27, 1922 – April 2, 1945

Tacoma, Washington

Edwin was born to Shuichi and Kikuyo Fukui in Tacoma, Washington.  His 
father, Shuichi, was one of the few Japanese American Issei that served in 
the U.S. Army during WWI.  Edwin’s siblings were Alyce, Lillian, Lucy, 
Herbert and Abraham.  Herbert was also killed in military service in 1948.

Edwin attended Central Elementary School, McCarver Junior High School 
and Lincoln High School in Tacoma.  He was enrolled at Washington State 
University in Pullman from September, 1940 to January, 1942.  In 1942, 
because of Executive Order 9066, the Fukui Family were sent to Tule Lake 
Relocation Center in California.  

In November, 1942, Edwin became one of the first Nisei to enlist from Tule 
Lake.  He trained for the Military Intelligence Service at Camp Savage, 
Minnesota and became a Japanese linguist.   After completing his training, 
Edwin served in the Pacific Campaign in Guam, Leyte, Philippine Islands, 
and Okinawa.

Edwin was killed along with 48 other American soldiers and sailors when a 
Japanese kamikaze, suicide aircraft, crashed into their transport ship.  The 
ship, the USS Henrico, was offshore of the Kerama Islands near Okinawa.

Technician 3rd Grade Edwin Fukui was a recipient of the Combat 
Infantryman’s Badge, Purple Heart and the Bronze Star.

Courtesy of Francis Mas Fukuhara – Seattle, Washington



Eiichi Fred Haita

WWII
Corporal

442nd Regimental Combat Team
3rd Battalion, I Company

U.S. Army
October 14, 1915 – April 21, 1945

Havre, Montana

Eiichi Fred Haita was the son of Bunsaku and Hana Haita. He had one 
brother, Haruyuki.  He received his elementary and high school education 
in Japan as well as the United States. The U.S. high school he attended was 
Seattle’s Garfield High.  Eiichi’s parents and brother returned to Japan but 
his desire was to stay in the U.S.

His pre-World War II employment was with the Northern Pacific Railroad 
and as a lumber laborer in Snoqualmie, Washington.

Eiichi served in the Army at Fort Riley, Kansas and ultimately with 
Company I, 442nd RCT during action in Italy and France.  Eiichi was killed in 
action on April 21, 1945 in Fosdinovo, Italy.

Corporal Eiichi Haita’s awards include the Combat Infantryman’s Badge, 
Bronze Star, Victory Medal, European-African-Middle Eastern Theatre 
Medal and the Purple Heart.

After the war, from Japan, Eiichi’s parents made a request to the U.S. 
government that his remains be sent to them in Kumamoto.  The U.S. 
granted that request.

Courtesy of Francis Mas Fukuhara – Seattle, Washington



MASARU TAIRA

WWII
Private

Company L, 3rd Battalion
442nd Regimental Combat Team

U.S. Army
Dec. 28, 1924 – July 4, 1944

Honolulu, Hawaii

Private Masaru Taira was the second son of Kame and Kamado Taira of Honolulu, Hawaii. The Tairas – from 
Oroku, Okinawa -- owned Pacific Bakery alongside a small store with a soda fountain on King Street in 
Honolulu. After Pearl Harbor was bombed, Masaru and his four brothers and six sisters helped their parents in 
continuing to operate the bakery amid daily blackouts and restrictions.

By early 1943, Masaru was a senior at Farrington High School when he learned of the U.S. Army’s call for 
volunteers for the 442nd. He hurried home over the lunch period to consult Edith, one of his older sisters. 
Knowing that the family’s eldest son, Wilfred, had already planned to enlist, Edith tried to dissuade Masaru. 
But Masaru made up his mind to sign up for the Army too. 

Masaru and Wilfred were sent, with other Nisei, to basic training in Camp Shelby, Miss., but once there the 
two brothers rarely were able to see one another.  As training ended in 1944, Masaru reached out to Masako, 
another one of his sisters. With a hint of the coming deployment to the frontlines in Europe, he tucked in his 
Social Security card and other documents along with his class ring. “It fits perfectly and I would like to keep it 
but I think it’s better if I send it home,” he mused. “You might not understand why, but I hope you will put it 
away till it’s all over.” Shortly afterwards, Masaru tried to paint an optimistic picture as the troop-laden ship 
neared Italy: “We will be in our foxholes sometime in the near future. This boat ride is a cinch, the only thing is 
it’s too long. Tell Mom not to worry too much. I am in good health and as I always say, ‘I never felt better in 
my life.’”

Masaru knew of the perils ahead. So did his brother Wilfred, now a 442nd 
medic. Assigned to the 3rd Battalion, Company L, Masaru and his fellow 
442nd soldiers were joined with the 100th Battalion in the Allied campaign 
that would take them from Rome to the Arno River. On July 4th, during the 
grinding battle to capture Hill 140 -- a strategic point leading to the key port 
city of Livorno -- Company L was shelled by German artillery fire. Masaru 
was killed in the barrage. He was just 19 years old.

(Photo: Wilfred at his brother Masaru’s temporary grave in Follonica, Italy; 
inset is a photo of Masaru. His remains were later sent home for burial in 
Honolulu.)

Wilfred, who would go on to be awarded the Silver Star and Bronze Star 
Medals for bravery in combat, never talked about what happened to his 
younger brother. In the book “Silent Valor: the Story of the 442nd Medics,” 
Wilfred would say only that he and Masaru had joined the 442nd to “prove 
their loyalty.”

This biography, by Masaru’s niece Linda Taira, is adapted from an essay she wrote that was 
published by USA Today on Independence Day in 2021.
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